The long lost Lorenz
We have rifles and muskets of all kinds available to us as historians. The pattern 1842 Springfield’s, either rifled or not are available in there potent .69 caliber. The patterns 1855’s with a functional Maynard priming system are available through certain gunsmiths like John Zimmerman. 1861 Springfield’s and there offspring the 1863 type one and twos, are staples of the hobby. Their English counterpart the Enfield Rifled Musket, doesn’t have to be introduced either. Usually the Enfield rifle (2 bands, 3 banders where listed as Rifled Musket) and the US 1841 Mississippi Rifle are not allowed as per most reenactment rules due to there short stature. So then what are we missing? The Austrian Lorenz patterns 1854 and 1862 were the second most imported rifle of the war and are virtually forgotten. The Confederacy was estimated to have imported just under 150,000 Lorenz’s mainly distributed to the Army of the Tennessee. The US government in an effort to dry up arms available for purchase by the rebels imported an estimated 275,000 Lorenz rifles. And at a price of $16 each with 4 sided socket bayonet, tool and bore scraper who couldn’t afford it? The Austrian Lorenz came into development during the late 1840’s from pressure by the rulers of Austria to update there flintlock rifles to keep pace with the expanding nations of Europe. The pattern 1854 was mainly produced using parts from older rifles similar to the confederate conversions done early in the war. Lock plates on these have filled holes and frizzen pan remnants can still be seen in the few surviving originals. There were two models of the ‘54 available: the type one with a block sight for about 250 meters and the type two with a leaf sight for up to 700 meters. The 1862 Lorenz had a solid lockplate with the same contours as the Enfield with the graduated leaf site along with three digits to denote its year of manufacture. They had two bands along the barrel with a neck brace similar to the M42’s making it just a hair shorter then the Springfield’s and Enfields. Although some of the earlier Lorenz’s arrived in every size imaginable from .45 to .76, the basic caliber was .54. Unlike Enfields some Lorenz’s were purchased from the Austrian Government and in tern arrived with royal inspector marks. “The guns were widely used in the Army of the Potomac, with 26 regiments using them (12 of these were entirely equipped with the weapon) including two regiments in the Iron Brigade. The gun pictured in the Union Echoes of Glory (pp.36-7) is an example of the U.S. version of this type. Some of the older issue (.54cal) Federal guns were also re-bored to the standard bore size. Despite this the majority of Union weapons were still .54 calibers (21 of the 26 regiments in the army of the Potomac that had Lorenz rifles in mid-1863 were either partly or wholly armed with the .54 caliber weapon.)” (1) Though the quality of some Lorenz’s was questionable due to some complaints of fouling, these were only apparent occasionally with the ’54 model within the union ranks. A few years prior the Authentic Campaigner sponsored a petition to Armi-Sport to produce a reproduction but the test model was disappointing and it was never placed on the market. Unfortunately to acquire a Lorenz you either must custom order it from Canada with a year wait and a 1500 price tag, or purchase an original for about nine hundred US greenbacks. If anyone wishes to see original photos of Union soldiers with Lorenz rifles please feel free to ask. For our purposes the two rifles we have are utilitarian but as always I encourage everyone to think outside of the box and explore the vast amount of information we have at our disposal. As always I have a few pictures from the Library of Congress to share!
Most Respectfully

Drew Gruber

(1) Sam Chapman http://members.lycos.co.uk/lazyjacks/lorenz.htm
